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SUBJECT: Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office Sixth Virginia Law 

Enforcement Professional Standards Commission Re-

Accreditation 

 

ELECTION DISTRICT(S): Countywide 

 

CRITICAL ACTION DATE: At the pleasure of the board 

 

STAFF CONTACT(S): Major Craig Schleiden, Sheriff’s Office 

 Sheriff Michael L. Chapman, Sheriff’s Office 

 

PURPOSE: Recognition of Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) receiving their sixth 

accreditation from the Virginia Law Enforcement Professional Standards Commission (VLEPSC). 

 

 

BACKGROUND: VLEPSC was established to provide law enforcement agencies in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia with an avenue for demonstrating that they meet commonly accepted 

standards for efficient and effective agency operation. The standards used in the program were 

developed by the Virginia law enforcement community and certified by the commission. The 

mission of VLEPSC is to advance law enforcement professionalism through the establishment of 

professional standards and the administration of a formal mechanism by which Virginia agencies 

can be systematically measured, evaluated, and updated.  

 

The LCSO has been a member of VLEPSC since December 1995, when then-Sheriff Stephen O. 

Simpson saw a need for the agency to demonstrate professionalism and compliance with 

established law enforcement standards. Sheriff Michael L. Chapman, upon taking office in January 

2012, also recognized the significance of VLEPSC accreditation and has been an avid supporter 

of the commission. The first VLEPSC accreditation was awarded to the LCSO on December 16, 

1999. Since the first accreditation, the LCSO has received re-accreditation an additional five times.  

 

VLEPSC standards require law enforcement agencies to re-accredit every four years, maintaining 

documentation of over 190 standards for each yearly term. The standards require the LCSO to 

maintain yearly files of written directives and proofs of compliance to satisfy the requirements of 

accreditation. Many of the standards have numerous sub-standards and require significant staff 

workload to research and organize the large volume of data collected for accreditation. In addition, 

the standards ensure that the LCSO keeps its policies and procedures in compliance with current 
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law enforcement practices. This leads to citizen confidence in the LCSO and increased community 

engagement. 

 

VLEPSC assigns assessors to perform a multi-day on-site inspection of the LCSO’s written 

directives and proofs during the re-accreditation process. This includes an in-depth review of every 

aspect of the LCSO’s organization, management, operations, and administration. The on-site 

assessor inspection is comprised of file review, in-person interviews, facility inspections, and a 

static equipment demonstration. 

 

ISSUES: The sixth LCSO VLEPSC re-accreditation began on Monday, December 7, 2020, and 

concluded on Wednesday, December 9, 2020. Three VLEPSC assessors conducted the inspection 

of LCSO’s files, facilities, and personnel. At the conclusion of the on-site review, the assessors 

found that LCSO had successfully complied with all 190 VLEPSC standards with no failures. In 

the final report to the VLEPSC Board of Directors, Lead Assessor Lt. Tim Brown stated, “It is my 

honor to report that Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office had “Zero” returns for their re-

accreditation.”  

 

Along with members of the Board, the LCSO is pleased to accept the VLEPSC Certificate of 

Accreditation for its sixth re-accreditation recognizing the professionalism and dedication of the 

agency members.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no fiscal impact. 


